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Death Records of Jackson Co, MS 
Born 15 Jan 1865 in Meridian, Miss., died 


9 May 1936. Buried Machpelah Cem. Baptist. 
Night watchman. 


back to the 
or Frank S. Canty, said 
recreatio 


eal of Pascagoula 
alified | with. the i 
a candidate for sheriff. 
al’s formal  announce- 
lt be published next week. 


Krebs will, be a oe 
date ‘Yor said today. trom Beat 


announce nat ‘will be found on 
page four, section one. 
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By Judge Grant 


‘Nine men drew prison terms 


this week ‘in circuit court before 
judge Leslie Grant. 

Sentenced to five years in the 
penitentiary was Eddie McDan- 
jel. found guilty of assault with 


{intent to commit -rape. 


me report on prt ‘Satiat 
our by Mrs. Jack Fletcher 


A three-year “sentence for at- 
tempted mape was meted Joseph 
_| Mayfield. Two years on the same 
charge .was given Robert Ear) 
Jones. A two-year sentence was 
given William Fulford on a grand 
larceny charge, while Joe Bangs 
and Wallace Bangs drew the same 


sentence for uttering forgery. 


4} false pretentes, was-sentenced. to}. 


demonstration. on- making 
rs. The educational. 


week. 


Raymond Arthur, charged with 


18 months. One yrar sentences 
were. .given Walter Lee and 
George: Johnson for Paria and 


court neaged the end of its second 


No part of the ocean is known 
ahaa ecco 


marker. to be” placed. 


‘highway. Dr Bettersworth, 


State College,” 
archives’ and™ 


placement 


of : ihe: 
marker. - fa 


Mr. Gas A. Avera, 74, died 
Satutlay at her residence, 210 


Weick. Moss Paint, after. an. ill, 


ness Df 1% months. 

A native of Grand Rapids, 
Mich. she had been a resident of 
Moss Point since 1931. She was a 
member 
Church. : 

Survivors are her busband; four 
daughters, Mrs. F. C. Clark, Mo- 


bile, Mrs. Edwin Lee, Helena, arid | Tr 


Mesdames Gregory Wood and M. 
A. Colmer, 
Point. 

Frur sons, Ross A Avera, Bal- 
timore, J. W.. Avera, Guifpart, 
William J., Baton Rouge. and Bae {- 
win Avera, Moss Point; 20 grand. 
children, and two pte grand- 
children. : 
.Funeral services whee: held. 


of First Methodist | 


both of Moss} 


been = resident of Moss Poin 
since. 1843 when she came to live 
rith..her . sister, the late Mrs. 


is 

She “is survived’ by ‘a sister, 
Mrs..Carl Hansen of Goodman: a 
brother, A. T.:Mcbeod,-Port Ar- 


thur, Tex.:.two step~ daughters, | 


Louise Mayson and Mrs. Janice 
Longino, both of Jackson. 
© Funeral services. were 


with the Rey. Walter L. 


in Griffin 
tery. 


Pall bearers were Gordon Hast 
Duncan McDonald, Albert Brauis-1" 
sard, Gregory Wood, S. A. Mc-|) 


Innis, Jr and Albert Graham. 


Oe ai June. a | 


day from Fails with. Dr.” Marion 


L. Smith officiating. Interment 
was in Griffin Cemetery. 


Pall bearers were Carl Grittin, 


George Clark, Ed Mays, Dewey 
Broadus, - Alton Thomson rs 
Car] McLeod. 


One nursing organization exti-- 


mates that the United States 
needs 50,000 more nurses. 


ity in the August 2 Dem ort 


primary has been shoved | up aie ; 
‘jday to June 2... 
1 Circuit Clerk ‘Vertis. Ramsay 
[said the..Pascagoula courthouse 
will be closed June .3. His office |- 


will be open until $ pm. June 2 
ta: accept qualifying papers of 


‘county candidates, he added. 


held ont 
Wednesday from her residence]. 
, Bader 

Officiating, assisted by the Rev.{> 
~ Barton West of Bay Springs). 


“MOSS PC 


auxiliary 


prior to f 
eft to rh 


' the Moss. 
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GRYDER 


Mr. ee Conneil | Gryd- 


- er, III, 71, died Sat., Sept. 18, 
1999 in Ocean Springs, Missis- 
. sippi. 


Mr. Gryder was born 
June 28, 1928 in Biloxi and 
was a life long resident of the 


. Mississippi Gulf Coast. 


He attended Biloxi echoals 


and Gulf Coast Military Acade- 
. my. Mr. Gryder was an alumni 
’ of Western Kentucky Universi- 
: ty. After leaving Kentucky,, Mr. 
‘.Gryder returned home to join 


- his father’s family business, 
-'Gryder’s Shoes. Through ‘his 


munity. ‘Saat 4 is 
' Mr. Gryder was a devoted 
: Presbyterian and served in the 


- leadership, Mr. Gryder expand- 
..ed the business from 2 local : 
‘shoe stores’ to a we 
-'chain of stores throughout Mis- ~ 
-‘sissippi, Alabama and -Louisia- * 
-na. In 1978, he was chosen as” 
“Retailer of the Year” ‘by the ~ 
‘National Footwear Association. ® 

- Mr. Gryder leaves a legacy of 


75 years of family service to will be at Evergreen Cemetery. : 


the Gulf Coast. Business Come 


respected position of “Deacon” 
in both the Biloxi’ and Ocean 


: Springs Presbyterian ‘Church- 
' es. He was one of the original 
‘ organizers of the Metropolitan 
- National Bank and served as a 
« Board Member to Biloxi Re- 


' Waller to act as one of his “col- | 
‘ onel’s” for the State of Missis- 
- sippi. Mr. Gryder was also a _ 
' member of Magnolia Masonic 

: Lodge, Gulf Coast Carnival As- 


gional Hospital. In addition, he | 
was appointed by Governor Bill | 
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oe ." 
Ae was eoniaiol t in 1 death by. 
his parents, William C. Gryder, 
Jr. and Annie Jewel Brown 
Gryder; and a. dane Robert 
L. Gryder. -; 

Mr. Gryder i is cecerived iy ise 
wife, Elaine | Avara_ Gryder; a. 
d. aughter, “Belinda * -Gryder | 
Guice and son-in-law, Jeffrey | 
S. Guice; a ‘son, ‘William | C. | 
Gryder IV, and daughter-in- | 
law, Micha Vickery Gryder; | 
five “grandchildren,” Heath , 
Gryder Allen, Lincoln Nowell | 
Allen, “Alexis “d’Laine’ “Allen, — 
Garlyn Micha Gryder and Wil- | 
liam C: Gryder V. He is also 
‘survived: -by “two ‘sisters, Ann | 


l-known @ Gryder: Anderson and Darlene. “ 


‘Gryder’ ‘Pitalo. #4 : 
-A service will. e held at 1: 00: 
‘p.m. on Tues., Sept. 21, 1999, 
a The... First .. ‘Presbyterian | 
urch ‘in ‘Ocean... Springs, | 
Chore friends may’ call. -two | 
hours before the service. Burial | 


“In lieu of flowers, the family . 
“prefers memorial contributions 
be made in the name of Mr. | 
Gryder to: ALS. (Low “Gerigs) | 
' Association. “National: ~ Office, | 
21021 Ventura™ Blvd., Suite 
321, Woodland Bills,” California | 
91364. =” | 
Arrangements” “by Howard — 
Avenue Chapel of ° Bradford- - 


O'Keefe Funeral Homes. Biloxi § . 


' sociation and he was a-member © 
’ of The Order of Mithras. He 
» served a total of four years in 
: the Navy, in both an active du- ; 


. ty and reserve one vee 
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| By BRAD CROCKER 
' The Mississippi Press 

PASCAGOULA — “You need 
anything, you give me a call,” 
was the phrase Pascagoula 
Mayor Matthew Avara recalled 
his'father, William Travis 
“Pete” Avara dJr., telling people 
for many years. 

Known by many as “Mr. 
Pete,” or “Capt. Pete,” W.T. 
Avara Jr., a longtime business, 
civic and school leader, died 
Monday morning. He was 79. 


William Travis “Pete” - 
Avara Jr. 


Man charged 
for comments 
about Gautier | 


Sey te 
Oe eG “ke 


Born in Pascagoula in 1926, 
Avara entered World War II in 
_ high school, serving in the U.S. 


ete’ Avara di 


Army in the Philipgines and 
Japan before returning home 
to attend the University of 


- Southern Mississippi. 


After a short stint at Ingalls 
Shipbuilding, Avara went to 
work for the Ingalls Employee 
Credit Union in 1956, now 
Navigator Credit Union, and 
was the only president and 
chief executive officer for the 
credit union. 

“The greatest thing that ever 
happened to him was the day 
they hired him-to run the cred- 
it union,” his wife of 51 years, 
Elva, said Monday as the fam- 


Fans celebrate 
Saints’ return 
to Superdome 


ily reflected on his life. “He 
looked forward to every morn- 
ing and he never wanted to 
leave there.” 

Son, Laurin Avara, who 
worked alongside his father at 
the credit union, said it was 
ironic he died on a Monday. 
“Unlike the rest of us, that was 
his favorite day. He got to go 
back to wor. 

Mayor vara paculied: when 
he was 10 or 11 and helped his 
father get shipyard workers 
their money when they carried 


_two sacks full of cash by fami- 


ly boat to the west bank when 


Making waves 


— it’s good to” 
see things get- 
ting back to 
normal after — 
* — dadburn 
Katrina! 


The Saints back 
in the:Superdome 
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Old 


ies after life of dedication | 


the old U.S. 90 drawbridge was’ 


stuck. 
“That was his STEHT, 
that the people who need the 


money get the money,” Avara 


said. . 


In 50 years, Avara never 


missed a board of directors 
meeting. In fact, directors held 
the last one Avara attended at 
his home. After Hurricane Kat- 
rina, Laurin Avara said. his 
father sat with his oxygen 
machine and personally hand- 
ed out cash to the long lines 
that formed. 

‘Local business and civic 


, 


leader Jerry St. Pé said Avara 
was one of the first people he 
met when he moved to Missis-_ 
sippi 48 years ago, and rented 
a room from Avara’s aunt. 
_ St. Pé, a longtime president 
of Ingalls Shipbuilding, said he 
witnessed Avara’s kindness to 
the working class for years. 
“He treated everybody the 
same,” St. Pé said. “He was a 
truly unique individual in so 
many respects. Those of us who 
knew him were blessed by his 
association, and he was a mod- 
el for how to treat others and 


See AVARA, Page 12-A 


10s mayor, 
aldermen 


as 


~ RYSSE 


“I thought he was fae as 
cute as he could be,” Elva 


school district as a teacher, 
principal and assistant super- 


“That began a labor of love 
that would last all his life,” 


mississippipress.c com or (228) 
934-1431. 
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_Avara —— a : 
From Page 1-A Avara said. intendent, said Avara was a Laurin Avara said. ‘A 
influenced so many of us. He’ 3 There is differing opinions good person who thought of | Governors, congressman and 
hether she “scratched gravel” -others. other dignitaries also fre- f 
gong to be missed on so many . W. : er 0 £ 
fronts.” to getin his car,asheclaimed “It was always evident in the quented the home and “Tab- © 
Pete Avara’s father, Travis, early in their courtship, or if decisions that he made that he: by,” but Matthew ‘Avara said 
was the Pascagoula Fire Chief she calmly walked like she con- ‘really wanted the best this’ “Daddy thought more of the ¥ 
for 21 years. Elva Avara said tends. — community could offer to the: hardworking men and women 12 
when Pete wasasmallboy,he “That was a good time in my students in the school district,”“:of the shipyard” because he 
would run to the station and life, ” Elva Avara said. -  Maghan said. “He had a repu- ° could identify with them more. d 
jump onboard with his father, Avara’ ‘also served on the: tation for being very firm about.. Achild ofthe Great Depres- “ 
and sometimes drive, even at Pascagoula School Board for the decisions he made, but he sion, Avara' was.“a very com- 5% 
the age of 11. Pete was angry 15 years during the tumul- was always willing to listen to passionate, understanding per- W 
one time, she said, when tuous times when the local people’s opinions before he - gon that realized the hardships © 
another man beat him to; ‘the schools were integrated.’ . made that decision.” | - that many people have,” said al 
station. “There are those who say Always known for heiping Laurin Avara, adding that his +! 
“He could run fast, too, now,” Pascagoula was integrated on’ families during hard times, father tried to get to know W 
she said, wiping a small tear. the Avara plan. I’ve never seen ‘Avara would meet and invité’‘everyone.. ti 
- The, Avaras started dating any details but he was always many of those people to the: One hour before he died, 
when she was 18, playing - committed to equality,” Laurin .family’s'home on Spanish Pete Avara was introducing his 
piano at the dining room at the Avara said. Avenue . in northwest. ‘nurses and telling Laurin EF 
Longfellow House in 1953, He . “He never saw black or . Pascagoula. Avara about their families: F 
was 27, much older, but her white. He saw need and neces- And many of those meetings. “That’s just who he was,” © 
father approved Pete Avara as_ sity,” Matthew Avara added. _ would take place on the family _Matthew Avara said. i 
the only person who could give Sara Maghan, who served houseboat, “Tabby,” which he Reporter Brad Crocker cant 
‘her a ride home. for more than 40 years in the built in 1963. ‘be reached at bcrocker@the- ~- { 
t 


h a d, Fi . 
cai sa ho] Cc, A. Kearcl Kin 
a gine ta Enjoy Réunion 

. Hurd at Forts AN members of eee Aches 


turd, president, = 
; ‘ family were présent at a ‘reunion 


at.the tidnie of Mr_.and- Mrs. Trav- 


ted at birth, but} is- “Avare Stndal, with the excep- 
tioh of a few grandchildren¢- 


det aa eas eee) 


C. A, “Avara, who is : confined: to 
his -bed, -was unable to be’ present: ‘Mr 
at the picnic diriner served on.the| Percy 
lawn, but ashe lives: ext door] Sea) a ARE” 
‘his family were ble to visit with eft, Pete 
hirh during the da 


Attending were Mr. and Mrs. C. Travis Avara, 


A. Avara, Mis, John-Brady,.Gult-. 
port, and daughter,. Mrs, Norman q 


Durocher, Pontide, 


ARTS TOMORROW, THURSDAY, 9 A. M; 


IN THE LADIES’ soho orc 


MarR 
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After. Operation: ama si 


Mrs. Alice Perla “Ayan DAD. 
dive OF -Paschgoula died early . 
Weinesday.moming at the-Touro: 
Infirmary in -New .Or leans fo} = 
Zewing an’ opersten Mrs, Ava: ra! 
The widow of L. K. Avara,-had. 
mmnde-ner-~home- ia +he -~Lousiana + 


city with her deeghter, Mrs. J. 
le. for the past few years 
Her ~body—atas “pratigat pack t 
aXe) Pescagoula_- where fimerali 
servises were held at her former | 
home, now oceripied br a‘son, C.i 
A. Vara, at Wiilow. street. andi 
Lake avenué;*Thuvsiay after-; 
no Ds L. E. Greg. pastor: 
she First t. pas eptist, church off 
Poa auna - Of Ww ich ~ si 2a ~had 
Sparen act i mer 
ctelise senvices on 
: ft owas “én aie eo 
Teter F ‘at's * Porter} =Heme= oF | 
Paseagoua was in charge, | 
; Shr is survived br "Two sons,| 
C: A. and Travis Avara, “both 
=f Pascagoula: five daught ers, 
Mestames J. -R. Brady Gt" Guilt | 
ps: t, J. OW. Oxie- of New O--] 
eans and, Ruby Wade, Margaret) 
Harris aud Perey Seal of ae 
cagaitns thee? borth ers; George ! 
wd Chagos JPastex 

vould, and Walter bareté 
sya}. nae zane Sister, 
AL MelInnis” of Moss P 


“ 
er 1, 
~ The ficstofficia’ census of the: 


hon, teat mite 


TO MEET 
The nthly meefing of the 


Attempted to’s puny frowa nt 
‘ed Tor’ the ‘shootfhg. of . ano’ 

Negro, | Ogle. was’ perving” ‘asta 
patrolman on the Shreveport’ po- 


Nee force. at the time. 
Papers 76 begtA By RY 

_Mrz. Ogle and his brother, Yohit 
Ww. (Jack) Ogle resided with their. 
grandmother at 664 Spring street 
for » number of years during their 
youth and had made many tr Triends 
‘here. 

According to the ishravepoer pa. 
perm Ogle was alain as he entered 
the front door of the Negro’s res- 
\dence to make the arrest. He 
waa hit by a blast from both bar- 
rels of a )2gsuge shotgun, but 
despite the wounds {ired four 
shots at the Negro, strikin 
twice. The Negro was killed 
shortly sferward by a fellow pa- 
trolman of Ogle. - 
Funeral services were held last 
week for Mr, Ogle, who was 32 
years old. He-ls survived by a 
wife and four children. 


ARTS AND CRAFTS CLU 


Arts and Crafts club for Sep 
tember will be held at the cen- 


‘ 


ees when he was hired as a manager-trainee for :E 


their credit union. 


“I felt so strong about helping people. I still da: : 


The desire to help people and the joy I receive from 


doing it has intensified over the past 40 years,” 


Avara said. : 
_ When he took the job in 1956, the Ingalls cred- 
it union was in a small office inside the shipyard. 
There were three employees and assets of less than 
$1 million. The credit union’s assets ‘today total 
more than $85 million and it has more than 60 
employees, in four branch locations. 

Today’s credit union industry and the world 
economy are so diferent than they were back then, 
Avara says. E 

“People are better educated and they demand 
more services. The world has been made smaller by 
worldwide computerization and a money market 
that affects American citizens as soon as things 
happen on it anywhere in the world,” Avara said. 

“Then there is a move under way to promote a 
unified currency, at least in the European states, 


and an economic coalition among European’. 


nations.” 


A Pascagoula native, Avara returned home to: 


_ HUSBAND, WIFE AND PET — WT. “Pete” Avara Jr. 
of Ingalls Employee Credit-Un 


Mississippi after serving in World War II; He 
attended the University of Southern Mississippi 
and went to work for Ingalls. : ara: 


f service with Pete Avar: 


favorite dog. 


yi 
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By TOM DONNELLY 


Mississippi Press Staff Pah 


Local lender honored for ¢ 


PASCAGOULA — W. T. “Pete” Avara Jr. 
destroyed the popular myth that all lenders are 
scrooges when he became manager of the Ingalls 
Employees Credit Union in 1956. og! 

Tf he had done no more than that in the past 40 
years, his friends and competitors say Pete Avara 
Day would still be on the community’s agenda for 
this Tuesday at 11 am. The event will be held in the 


credit union’s central office on Litton Road in 


Pascagoula. wD gt 

“He has always tried to look for ways he could 
assist people with their financial problems rather 
than looking & 
Royce Luke, president of the Mississippi,Gulf Coast 
Community College’s Jackson County campus, who 
has known Avara for more than 30-years....» 

“He never had a personal agenda..He did what 
he felt was right,” Luke added. 0s. oe 

“He had the welfare of the student body at heart. 
He understood finance. He also looked out for the 
people who paid the-bills. He wanted.us ‘to have 
enough but he didn’t want anything wasted.” 

‘Avara was a member of the: Pascagoula School 
Board when Luke was the district's assistant super- 
intendent in the 1960s. 

The Board of Directors of Ingalls Employees 


ays he could uct assist them,” said : 


Credit Union is recognizing Avara’s 40 years as 
president/CEO of the financial organization. 
. Avara has also helped in chartering other cred- 
it unions over the past four decades. 
“T have helped organize a number of credit 
unions over the Mississippi Coast,” Avara, 70, said. 
“But that’s not nearly as strange as it may sound on 


- the surface: ‘You::shave to know our industry to 


understand it ; 
... “They were‘not competitors. None of them could 
join Ingalls Employees Credit Union and we could 
not join their credit unions. 

“There is-something akin to a family spirit 
among credit unions. It is a wonderful industry. It 
has giving people working in it. I am so grateful to 
be a part of it.” "90 7 

_ Recent groundbreaking ceremonies on Miss. 63 
by Ingalls:Employees Credit Union and Singing 
River Federal Credit Union for construction of two 
new and ultra-modern branch offices in Moss Point 
illustrates what Avara said about the closeness of 
companies in the industry. 

Born. during the Great Depression, Avara knew 
all about:financial pressure from an early age. 

Avara also knew it is not uncommon that loans 
to Ingalls workers ‘decided whether their children 
went to college or went to the work force. 

Avara began reaching out to help Ingalls employ- 


Staff Photo/R. Kelly Boyd 


— president and CEO 
ion — is shown. with his wife, Elva, and their 
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-Pascagoula, Miss. died Thurs- 


PASCA 
GENEA) 


» Viola A. Seal, 94, of 


teal pele 


day, November 12, 1998 in Van- 
cleave, Miss. She was born 
November 29, 1903 in 
Pascagoula, Miss. She was a 
homemaker and member of First 
Baptist Church of Pascagoula, 
Miss. H 
Survivors include. daughter | 
Betty S. Schillereff of | 
Pascagoula, Miss; daughter and 
son-in-law, Dorothy S. and Har- = + 
ry Rummage of Pascagoula, ° 
Miss.; son and daughter-in-law, * 
Billy and Norma Seal of. 
Pascagoula, Miss.; sister, Annie — 
Ogla of Covington; La.; eight © 
grandchildren, 10 great grand. 
children, two great-great grand. 
children, nieces, ne news. and ° 
other relatives: ¢ 3 ee 

Funeral services are Siiday, ; 
November 15, 1998 at 1:30 p.m. - 
from Holder-Wells Funeral; 
Home Chapel in Moss Point 
Miss. with the Rev. Dennis Ra: 


Smith officiating. 
Burial services will follow in: 
Machpelah Cemetery.” 


Pascagoula, Miss. i 

Agrangoments by Helder. - 
Wells Funeral Home, Mos a 
Point, Miss. ements 
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ntiques preserve a way of life 


Pas members 
of Alirusa Club 
attend meeting 


Mrs. Bess Todd Vetter and 
Mrs. Reginald Green, president 
aod vice president of Pascagoula 
Altrusa Club, attended the eighth 
annual conference of Altrusa In- 
ternational district IV, Oct. 19, 
in Baton Rouge. 

Highlight of the meeting, at- 
tended by more than 200 execu- 
tive and professional 
from Alabama, Louisiana, Ten- 
nessee and Mississippi, was the 
address by Dr. Viva Boothe of 
Columbus, Ohio. 

She is past president of the 
international organization, com- 
posed of women in eight coun- 
tri 

Friday's program featured two 
international projects, grants-in- 
gid and founders fund. Mrs. 
Green took part by portraying a 
native of Kerala, India. 

Mrs. Lois Toomer, governor of 
district IV, presided at the ban- 
guet Saturday 
Mrs. Vetter gave the reselutions. 
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evening at which | 
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MRS. AVARA SITE AT BREAKFRONT WHICH HOLDS ORIGINAL LIMOGE CHINA AND RARE 
pressed glass compote in saw 


ANTIQUE FRENCH MIRROR GRACES WALL 


(Chronicle photo) 


* W.T. Avara home * 
a scene of beauty 
of long long ago 


By MARY RODGERS 
Chronicle Woman's Editor 


; 


, 


“A thing of beauty is a joy 
forever’ —that pretty weil sum- 
marizes the feeling of Mrs. W 


T. Avara 
Pascagoula. 

An extremely artistic, 
person, Mrs, Ayara is the owner 
of many beautiful things. An- 
tique furniture, silver, glass and 
china number just a few of her 
treasured possessions. 

Some of these have been 
handed down in Mrs. Avara’s 
family, others have been gifts 
from friends who know of her 
interest in them. Still others she 
has collected herself. 

Always a student of history, 
Mrs. Avara is particularly inter- 
ested in ante bellum homes and 
their furnishings. ‘‘No matter 
where I go 1 always loak for an- 
tique sources, especially those on 
the back road 

Her favorites are her original 
oi] lamps, which her husband has 
wired for her. They work to: 
gether on the various articles in 
her collection, having refinished 


of Lake Aveue in 


creative 


COMPLETELY AUTHENTIC SETTING DISPLAYING ONE OF 
original oi] lamps in Mrs, Avara’s collection, (Chronicle photo) | 


all of the furniture she has 
bought. 


Her collection of carly Ameri» 
can blown glass pitchers is a) 
special project and fills one en-) 
tire corner of her dining room. -— ~* 

Long active in the Lake Gar-) 


den Club, Mrs. Avara has lec- 


tured at many garden club meet-_ 
ings on the Coast, following a 
busy schedule throughout the 


year, She was for three years | 
flower chairman of the Singing | 
River Hospital Auxiliary. } 6 3 
ba Picayune. She once taught school 
@) 3 A Or o- | ° . 
lint PI ae ie ae jaf Orange Lake and is the mother 
she hae eae tees nen for 4 | Mrs. Elaine Gryder and W. T. 
years, fills a large part of her | At#ra UR | 


4 


life, | Speaking of her collection of 
Active in WMU, superintendent, Ydluable antiques Mrs., Avara| 
of the young people's depariment |Savs, “We've had a_ wonderful 


pre- 


for many years and a Sunday|Way of life and I'd like to 
school teacher at the present Serve as much of it as le 
time, Mrs. Avara says, “My | From the looks of things that 
church work always comes first,” | Just What she is doing—and very 
It’s fi'ting that the Avara home | 2'8ciously. 
should be the’ setting for so many : 
beautiful pieces. since it is situ- 
ated in a historic spot. | 
On the banks of the Simzing| 
River near the Old Spanish Fort, | 
it was the site of a cotton gin 
years before Eli Waitney patented 
his. 
Mrs. Avara is the 
Berdic Mae Fleming. 


former 
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MRS. AVARA EXAMINES PRIZED SILVER. 
(Chronicle photo) 
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